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MBFR Talks

The Soviets somewhat modificd their stand on one
of the issucs that has stalemated the MBFR talks in Viepna.
At an informal meeting last week, the chief Soviot deli-
gate offered to enter a digcussion of "definitlons" of
what should be included under ground forces and alr firc-
- ces. The Soviets indicated that these definitions shciild
o cover both personnel and armaments in terma of "ele-:'
ments of structure" such as "units" orx "divisions." *
They still strongly oppose discussing actual numbers
of troops, or kinds of cquipment. ;

The Soviet move, which apparently constitutes '
their promised initiative for this negotiating rouil,
is an effort to move part way toward NATO's desire to
discuss data questions.

The Warsaw Pact position has been that questions
of "principle® had to be gettled before an analysis of
data could be undertaken. Now, Moscow seems willing to
discuss "definitions" and "prigciples" in parallel.

’ 0

The "principles" with which the Warsaw Pac@ﬁis
primarily concerned are the questions of whose /iirces
and what forces should be reduced. Since the ng/gotiations
began, the Soviets have been trying to ensure Mﬂat all
NATO participants, especially the West Germang.;are in-
volved in the reduction process from the startg’The So~-
viets fear that unless there is such a comi & int, NATO
will be able to reduce its forces without affecting the
cize of the West German Bundeswehr. The Soviefs also want
to get NATO to inglude air and nuclear foxces:'in the
reductions. )

The Soviet initiative may be designed as a token
of future Warsaw Pact flexibility before the current
round of talks ends on July 22. The Soviets may also hope
it will glve some substance to their assertions that

N
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political dotente in Europe=~-to be consecrated at a
CSCE summit~~should be followed by military detente.

Meanwhile, the Pact delegates seem content to
walt for NATC to broach formally its nuclear pro-
posal. On Monday the NATO allies began discussion of
that proposal which would offer to withdraw US nuclear
warheads and delivery systems in return for Soviet
withdrawal of armored forces.

The allies generally agree that the offer should
be made as an inducement to end the deadlock in Vienna,
but they have reservations about various aspects of
the proposal. They are particularly concerned that
the US withdrawal of nuclear-capable aircraft and mis-
siles will lead the Soviets to demand that the othex
NATO participants reduce the numker of their aircraft
and missiles.

The allles also want the West to insist that the
Soviets not only agree to withdraw armored forces, but
also to accept in specific terins the Western proposal
for a common ceiling on both NATS and Warsaw Pact ground
forces in Central Europe.

The discussion in Brussels on Monday indicated
that several allies support the British and German
view that there should be a full-gcale review within
NATO of the technical and military impiications of
the nuclear cffer. The debate would occasionally be 25X1
difficult, but the allies will probably reach agree-
ment on the nuclear offer before the next round of

negotiations in Vienna opens in September.
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Soviet ~ Went German lconcmic

-----

Commnisgion Mecting Gors Smootliy

The Soviet -~ West German joint economic commisgion
meeting, which was held in Bonn becween June 9 and 11,
apparently went smoothly. Thovo was little evidence
that Moscow's misgivings about the durability of the
Schmidt government or the strength of its commitment to
better relations with the USSR had an impact on their
mutually beneficial economic ties. As a rasult cf the
session, Bonn believes that economic contacts between
the two countries have reached the stage vhere they can
be handled routinely through normal business channels.

The joint commission devoted considerable attention
to the recent sharp tilt in West Germany's favor in the
two nations' trade balance. The problem lies partly in
the Soviet inability to come up with sufficiently at-
tractive finished goods t¢ close the gap, but largely
in the ballooning of Soviet imports from West Germany.

The Soviets did not push for a quick solution, evidently
calculating that future Soviet deliveries of gas and

other raw materials and semi-processed goods will corvect
the trade imbalance. o

The Soviets inquired about the availability of
government-subsidized trade credits, pointing to those
extended by the British and the French, but the West
Germans responded negatively.

There was some progress in the area of industrial
cooperation, with prospects for cooperation appearing
best in the machine tool, ceramics, paper and pulp,
wood processing, and raw materialg sectors. The @wo
sides also, moved closez to an agreement on the Soviet -
West German - Iranian gas deal, which will eventual ly
enable the West Germans to import Iranian natural gas
through Soviet facilities.

June 24, 1975
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NotL discussed at the joint commission mecting
was the controversial West German - built nuclear
power plant proposced for Kaliningrad. Yast Germany
has objected Lo Bonn's stipulation that power from
this plant be routed to West Germany via West Berlin
50 that West Berliin can draw on West German power
sources should clectrical current from Kaliningrad
be curtailed for any reason. ‘The head of the Sovict
delegation claimed to have no mandate to discuss this
issue, although West German Chancellor Schmidt made
clear Bonn's concern over the continuing stalemate.
The West Germans believe that the Bast German ob-
jections may carry sufficient weight in Moscow to

25X1

25X1

prevent the project from being realicad I
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Romania: Jewigh Emigration

Bucharest isg trying bard to convince the US, and
especially the Congress, that its policy on JJrwish
. emigration warrants bPassage of legislation that would
grant Romania most~favored-nation status.

. The titular leader of Romania's Jewish community,
Rabbi Rosen, recently told US diplomats that he is
under heavy pressurec from the regime to “£ind" Jews
willing to leave the country. '

In conversations with the embassy's deputy chief
of mission, Rosen quotud Ceausescu's adviser on sc-
curity affairs as saying, "Give me 10,000 names, and
I guarantee 9,000 passports." He accordingly issued
instructions to all Jewish communities on June 20 to
collect in three days the names of all Jews who want
to leave.

Rosen claims, however, that only a small portion
of Romania's estimated 60,000 Jews want to depart. He
said that al. the "idealists" have left, (thers are
of an advanced age, and. the remainder harbor anxieties
about starting a new 1ife in another country. He also
noted that past practice Suggests that any emigres who
sign up now will not be able to leave the country for
several months. :

Whether or not this Spate of activity leads to an 25X1
actual increase in the number of Jewish immigrants,

Bucharest. wants to convey the impression *hat it is
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Glerek in Moscow

Last week East German party leader Honecker
nmade a short and unheralded visit to Moscow to talk
to Brezhnev. On Monday, it was Polish party chief
Gierek's turn, | |

Gierek goi the same treatment in the Soviet
media as Honecker, and indeed, the topics of his
discussion with Brezhnev seem to have been much the
same; preparations for thelr respective party con-
gresses; progpects for closer economic, cultural,
and other cocperation; and, most important, coordina-
tion of efforts in the makina of the next (1976-90)
five year plan. The last 1s also being discussed at
the current CEMA ministerial meeting in Budapest.
Gierek may also have briefed Brezhnev on the success-
ful results of French President Glscard's recent
visit toc Warsaw.

The brevity of the visits and the positive So-
viet treatment suggest that the talks went well. It
may be that the Soviets, by starting off with Honecker
and Gilerek, hope to create an atmosphere that will
make it more difficult for the Romanians to oppose So-
v1et efforts to achieve greater econonmic 1ntegration.

Brezhnev may also be getting his ducks in a row be-~
fore such international gatherings as the European
security giuamit and European Communist party conference.

It is possible that one-day bilateral visits will
~be this year's surrogate for a Crimean summit of East
European party leaders. (Crimean meetings were held
from 1971 through 1973, but not last year.) If so, 25X1
the Bulgarian, Hungarian, and Czechoslovak leaders
ought to be showing up in Moscow soon.

25X1
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_Bulgaria's Todor Zhivkov
ITalks with Ceausescqy In Romania

The Zhivkov-Ceausescu talks in Romania last
- week made Progress on economic issues, but politi-
cal differenceg continue. In the past, Zhivkov
has talked with Ceausescu, presumably at Moscow's
behegt, in an effort to persuade the recalcitrant
Romanian leader to modi fy his "independent stance.

1|
CEMA ministerial talks that opened on June 24 in 25X1

be a model of the new kind of relations hetween so-
Cclalist countries." He added that relations must
be carried out in the spirit of "full equality of
rights, respect for national independence ang SOV~
ereignty, and'noninterference in internal affairs,"”

The two leaders Apparently agreed to disagree
on political issues facing the international Commu-
nist movement, including preparations for the Euro-
pean Communist conference. Ceausescu called for in-
creased unity based on the independence of each party,
while Zhivkov advocated solidarity along stricter,
more Soviet~oriented lines. The Romanian also under-
scored the similarities between Bucharest's policies
and those of the third world. ~ ‘ oo

"
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Tha Jleadexg agreed on the nced for Balkan co-
operation, noting that "all the litigilous lssues
among the Balkan states can and must be solved by
peacecful means.”" and on such other issues as Cyprus,
the Middie BEast, and the rights of the Palestinians.
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CHRONOLOGY

June 17 East German party chief Honecker pays
a brief, official visit to Moscow
and meets with Brezhnev. 25X1

Romanian chief of staff Coman begins
a one~-week, official visit to
Portugal, 25X1

USSR signs the international cenven- -
tion on registry of cbijects launched
into outer space, 25X1

East German Deputy Foreign Minister
Grunert begins an official visit to
Argentina. 25X1

The US and the USSR resume plenary 25X%1
. meetings at Geneva on prospects for
- an agreement to limit military environ-
mental modification activities,

French President Giscard d'Estaing,
accompanied by Foreign Minister

Sauvagnargues and Interior Minister
Poniatowski, vommences a four-day, :
state visit to Poland, his first to 25X1
a Communist nation since b coming

president, 25X1

June 18 - President Ford confers with visiting
Soviet Deputy Premier T, Novikov.

Hungarian party chief Kadar confers
with visiting Soviet partv secretary ‘
Dolgikh. - 25X1

US-Soviet joint committee on housing

and other construction concludes its
first,meeting, a three-day session in
Washington. | ' 25X1
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June 14 USSR and“Somalia sign an agreement
in Mogadigscio providing an additional

- $60 mililion in Soviet economic asgisl-—
anca. 25X1

Visiting Romanian Foreign Minister

Macovescu meets with Egyptian Foreign

Minister Fahmi, Prime Minigter Salim .
and President Sadat. - 25X1

Tass announ¢es that the official
slate in Sunday's repvblic Supreme
Soviet elections received 99.95% cf
the vote from a turnout of 99,96%
of all eligible voters.

| 25X1

Tass publishes a government warning

to Japan not to include any anti-Sovict .
language in its proposed friendship

treaty with China. | | 25X1

Bulgarian Interior Minister StoYanﬁv
begins an oZficial visit to the B
. USSR, 25X1

'k,ﬁelgian Foreign Minister Van Elslande
vegins a four-day, official visit to
Czechoslovakia.| 25X1

Albania and Laos announce their
agreement to establish full diplomatic
relations, | 25X1

June 19 East German Politburo member Axen
concludes two days of talks in
Belgrade mainly on preparations for

a European Communigt party conference.

25X1 o |

The White House discloses that President

Ford has received a letter from Brechnev
suggesting July 22 as the opening date

for a C5CE summit-level finale in Fin- .
land. ] \ 25X1

'
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Juney L9

June 20

The US and tho USSR begin two days of
conoultations in Mozcow on Law of Uhao
Sea idssues.

Bast Gorman Volkskammer convences.

llungarian Forcign Minister Puja
bagins a four-day, official visit
to Kuwait.

June 24;“1975

Defense Minister Grechko confers with
visiting Czechoslovak Defense Minister
Dzur. | |

Romanian Foreign Minister Macovescu
concludes a fouvr~-day, official visit
to Egypt.

Bulgaria and Mauritius announce an
agreement to establish diplomatic
relations,

Politburo candidate-member Ponomarew
begins a six-day, official visit to
Syria.

encl gident Giscard d'BEstaing
concludes a four-day, state visit
to Poland; he announces a grant of
$1.7 bhillion in credits to Poland to

b2 available over a three-year period.

French Pregid
S £

The US annoui:ces that the resumption
of SALT has been postponad from June 23
to July 2 at the request of the USSR.

-11-
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CJdune 20 Bulgarian party/stata chief Zhivikov
concluden a fiva-day vipit o Romanin.

25X1

June 21 Yugoslavia commences a ban on import:
of a wido range of consumer goods be-
cause of the nation's dire trade
imbalanco., 25X1

US and Soviet negotiators reach ad

roferendum agreement on a draft

treaty to limit environmental medi-

fications for purposes of gaining

military advantages. 25X1

June 22 visiting Politburo candidate-membery
Ponomarcv confers separately in
Damascus with Syrian President Asad

and fedayeen leader Arafat, [ ] ~ 25X1

East German Deputy Foreign Trade
Minister Albrecht begins a five-day,
official visgit to France. 25X1

June 23 Bulgarian party/state chief Zhivkov
commences a two-day, official visit ‘
and several days of vacation in Italy.

25X1

East German Foreign Minister Fischer
begins a four-day, official vigit to '
Denmark. | 25X1

President Ford confers with the visit-
ing Soviet aviators who made the first
trans-polar flight ir 1937, 25X1

Belgian King Bdﬁdouin and Queen Fabiola,
accompanied by Prime Minister Tindemansg

June 24, 1975
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June 23 ard Foroign Ministor Van Elslande, be-
gin a ton~day state visit to the USsi.

, Cosmonauts aboard Salyut-4 se: a So-
viet space endurance record, 25X1

Indonesian President Suharto commences
an extended trip which will include
a state visit to Yugoslavia. 25X1

Pclish party chief Gierek makes a onc-
day visit to Moscow and meets with
Brezhnev. 25X1

- June 24 3l-nation Geneva disarmament con-
ference, co-chaired by the US ang the
USSR, convenes for its summer session.

25X1

Premiers of CEMA member-states con-
vene in Budapest for their annual
nmeeting. , 25X1

US frigate Wainwright concludes a five-
aay, official port call at Constanta,
Romania. 25X1

FUTURE EVENTS

a.

June 25 USSR and a number of East European
states to establish diplomatic rela-
tions with Mozambique on its indepen-
dence day. 25X1

Former West German Chancellor Brandt
to begin an official visit to Yugoslavia.

June 24, 1975
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Polish Machine Industry Minigter
Wrzaszozyk, whose ministry is con-
sidering potential impoxts of more
than $1 billion from the U5, to con-
clude an eleven-day, officlal visit Lo
the US.

Foreign Minister Gromyko ocxpected to
arrive in Italy for a four-day, offi-
cial visit.

Exiled Soviet author Solzhenitsyn to

begin a five-day visit to Washington.

A congresgional delegation headed by
Senators Hugh Scott and Hubert Humphrey
scheduled to begin an official visit
to the USSR.

Trinidad-Tobago Prinie Minister Williams
to commence an eight-day, official
vigit to the USSR.

Foreign Minister Gromyko expected to
make an official visit to Canada.

Franco-Soviet grande commigcion to con-
vene.

Bulgarian National Assembly to con-
vene,
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SALT Lo rosume at. Gonowva .

Creck Prime Minister Karamanlis to begin

A _thraec-day, ofidcial visit to Bulgaria.

FFormer West Gorman chancellor Brandt |
Lo begin o one-week, offiecial vigsit to
the USSR, |

July 7

July 9

25X1
| July 15

June 24, 1975

Trinidad-Tobago Prime Minister Williams
to begin a six-day, official visilk to
Romania.|

LS and the USSR Lo resume talkg on
Lheir Pacific Ocean fisheries problems.,

R5I'SR Supreme Sovieb to conveno., [:::::]

Apollo-Soyuz joint space venture to
commence.
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